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(57) Abstract: A solid cation exchange membrane and membrane-electrode joint body for producing an inexpensive solid electrolyte 
fuel cell of high energy eSlciency which enables direct use of an organic fuel without the need to employ a reformer. In particuiar, 
a sheet silicate mineral and an electrochemical cell including an intercalation complex thereof as a solid electrolyte membrane. The 
sheet silicate mineral enables easily producing a membrane with "molecular sieve effect" for target organic fuel through density 
control and control of aqueous solution components and enables creating a composite membrane on which a catalyst is directly 
supported. The sheet silicate mineral membrane is constituted of an inoiganic material, and the operating temperature thereof can 
be raised. Thus, the range of choice of catalyst can be expanded. The sheet silicate mineral is abundant in nature, and the unit 
price thereof is low. An inexpensive direct ethanol fuel cell (DEFC) of high energy efficiency which permits increasing of op«^dng 
temperature and attains improvement with respect to crossover phenomenon can be produced from the membrane of sheet silicate 
mineral. Ftirther, a fuel cell using hydrogen fuel can be produced therefrom. 
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